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1.  Modeling Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is similar to a lot of many other actions versus words scenarios in life.  I see this is the division between teachers and educators.  It is one thing to preach and teach the material, and quite another to walk the walk in living the very principles that you teach.  In examining Lise Buranen’s “A Safe Place” The Role of Librarians And Writing Centers in Addressing Citations Practices and Plagiarism”, it is easy to see part of the plagiarism process is the educator’s approach themselves.  Merely following the changes, guidelines, as well as the stipulations for citation, as well as documentation is a start, but certainly not a form of longevity in retaining information.  In a world fast-paced, quickened by the revolving pace of technology, students still need the steady, reliable rhythm of reliability that can be found in a “guide on a side”, and not a “sage on the stage.”  Technology can do the form if entertaining, but the form of education and enforcement is more powerful in the role of education, role-modeling, and guiding.  In this manner, the elusive twists and turns of the realm of using words most effectively can be traveled and not feel as every step is a fatal one.  Education, and especially involving plagiarism and citations, should involve the fell of a challenge and accomplishment, just of prevention.  
2. Example of Gray Area
When students were asked to create Glogster accounts, and create Glogster projects for their Oral History Projects, this was the first time students were not using cardboard boards, and WERE using Glogster to replace the trifold poster board.  In doing so,  students had a wide range of graphics built into Glogster to use.  Additionally, students were utilizing the features of gathering pictures from the candidates and sharing them on their Glogster.  Finally, students also were utilizing Google images to post images such as images of battle ships, medals, and general items to connect to items they covered in their biographies of the individuals.  

In hindsight, I should have added a characteristics into the rubric that provided a template statement that they could place under all images indicating the course of the image if outside of Glogster, as well as the words for the images gathered form individuals, (Permission of….).  Also, it would not have hurt at all to provide OER (Open Education Resources) to show how to access images legally that can be used for such projects.  With not providing the sources or ownership of images, I would not have allowed the project to have been completed to insure the legality and proper publishing steps in the process, so they could extend the right of citing information, as well as retrieving images, to all projects, not just confined to essays.  

In relationship, when we used turning.com, one students several years ago had pulled text from another internet source into his essay.  He did use turnitin.com, and the similarity was obvious.  I had the revel on allowing the students to see if anything they wrote would share the similarity to something else.  Turns out, this similarity was the same as someone in the class that had also turned in the paper.  We have extensively reviewed the aspects of plagiarism, covering the topics of sharing ideas without sharing information in papers, and plagiarism in general in the beginning of the year.  The claim was made, from this student’s parents as well as the student, they did not know or consider this plagiarism as they were using the assistance of another student to express their point as well. The parents and student were insistent this was NOT plagiarism despite the catch that even turnitin.com caught.  I showed this to the parents and the student, the report as well as the similarity, but they did not consider it plagiarism as it was simply similar to ideas shared by another student, not the duplication of an exact same idea (however, it was, just the words , some words changed).

I had never had parents, let alone a student, blatantly deny this was plagiarism despite having gone over this.  I removed the score as a complete grade, and insisted this assignment would be done over or it would be counted s a zero.  I explained in college, this would result in dismissal from the course, and probably the university.  The student never redid the assignment, and this resulted in the student receiving a D for the nine week period.  This of course was protested, yet, (thought this is not the case usually) this exact same student did the SAME thing the following year, different English teacher, and this teacher, knowing from our conversation what occurred, failed the student the whole 9 week period.  This stood and was supported by the administration as we had record proof through reports of the incident the year before.  Additionally, upon graduation this very student had performed a prank trying to dump baby powder into the ventilation system of the school, and damaged the air ducts of the school.  In doing so, the student had to repay the damages with every one of the scholarships he received at graduation awards’ ceremony.  I am only indicating this as sometimes, it is vital for the educator to stand his/her ground as in the future, the individual will need to see some sort of pattern of discipline expected, if the student chooses to follow the same path of error.  It helps to cover yourself as an educator when it might come time for students to test the rules and repercussions given on behalf of educators to certain events, there should be some consistency in reinforcing the concept of giving credit due where credit is deserved.   In this case, the student received credit for his failure to cite sources, as well as receiving credit for the damage he did to the school, both hopefully valuable lessons that would stick with him years down the road!

3. Misconceptions of Plagiarism
*Because you reword and rearrange information in your owns words, there is not citation required.

*Simply using quotation marks is enough indication that information is not your own.

*Anything obtained from the web does not need cited, as it should be common knowledge as this is

public since on the web.

4. Acknowledgment Statement on MU’s Academic Integrity Policy
After reading Mansfield’s academic integrity policy, it is obvious that it is needed to have this as a bylaw of the Media Specialist and Librarian’s code of ethics to abide by these guidelines.  In defining academic integrity, this is providing a positive role model and a trail of examples that students, educators and peers that can follow, that shadow the expectations of citing, referencing, and studying in the academic realm.  Following all guidelines, morally and ethically, is required in order to successfully follow a path of academic integrity and avoidance plagiarism and representing anything except your own, individual, contribution to concepts.  Anything else does not demonstrate your own individual responses to the educational experiences you will encounter, not preparing yourself to deal with instances as they occur.  Not following your own experiences to the curriculum is cheating the university, as well as yourself, of the education created to prepare you for the real world.  Anything but your on work does not represent yourself, and does not deserve a degree for that work, as anyone can mimic another, few can represent their own, individual self, in a way that no once can.  This is the purpose of education, bringing out a representation of ideas that demonstrate learning according to you, the individual.
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This topic is always one that is as diverse as it comes to all parties being aware.  Plagiarism and actually being aware of it, rather than just going through the motions is so vital with technology and programs such as Turnitin.com and others.  It is not sufficient to just lecture students, but to actually have them research, and then come back and judge whether they process they have worked through is ethical or not.  We are finding simply explaining what plagiarism is does not let the importance of how to seek information ethically come through with absolute clarity.  This is a topic that would be great to teach with adminsitrators, educators, and students together as the stories and types of ethical situations that would be represented on all levels would be a valuable teaching tool.  This exercise helped refresh my experiences from a student in college and high school, as well as an instructor with this issue as well.  Accessing, interpreting, and communicating on this topic, while modeling ethical approaches is key to fully being able to evaluate proper uses of research in a technological age.
